
English Language Overview of Papers 1 & 2 

Red font shows what remains the same on EVERY PAPER. 

Paper 1 

Section A: Reading - four questions based on one fiction literary extract (40marks) 

Spend no more than one hour 

• Question 1: Comprehension question (4 marks)  

You will have to pick out four pieces of information from the text. 

 

• Question 2: Language question (8 marks)  

You will have to analyse the language in a section of the extract. 

 

• Question 3: Structure question (8 marks) 

You will have to analyse the writer’s structural choices in whole of the extract. 

 

Example: 

Re-read lines 1-8. List 4 things that we learn about the temple. 

Example: 

Look at the extract below. 

How does the writer use language to describe the temple? 

You could include the writer’s choice of: 

• Words and phrases 

• Language features and techniques 

• Sentence forms. 

Example: 

You now need to think about the whole of the source. 

This text is from the middle of a novel. 

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

You could write about: 

• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source 

• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops 

• any other structural features that interest you. 



• Question 4: Personal Response (20 marks) 

You explain to what extent you agree with someone’s opinion on the text and support it with  

lots of language and structure analysis. 

 

Section B: Writing – Write creatively (40marks) 

Spend 45 minutes  

• There will be two questions, and you choose one. You should write creatively. 

• There are 24 marks available for content and organization of your writing. 

• There are 16 marks available for vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 

 

Example: 

Focus this part of your answer on all of the source. 
 
A student said, ‘The temple is clearly in a state of disrepair, it obviously has been ignored for 
many years.’ 
 
To what extent do you agree? 
 
In your response, you could: 
 
• consider your impressions of the temple. 
• evaluate how the writer presents the temple. 
• support your response with references to the text. 
 

Example: 

 



Paper 2 

You will have two non-fiction texts to read, so should spend time reading these at the beginning of 

the exam. 

Section A: Reading-four questions based on two non-fiction extracts (40marks) 

Spend no more than one hour 

• Question 1: True or false questions based on one text (4 marks) 

 

• Question 2: A summary of the similarities or differences of one aspect of the texts. (8 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

 

Example: 

You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question. 

Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between Blackpool and 

Verona. 



• Question 3: Analyse the language in one of the articles (12 marks) 

 

• Question 4: Compare the attitudes of the writers of both texts and their methods to convey  

their views (16 marks) 

 

Section B: Writing  

Write a non-fiction persuasive piece based on a similar theme/topic to the ones in Section A. 

Spend 45 minutes  

• There will be one question. You should write persuasively. 

• There are 24 marks available for content and organization of your writing. 

• There are 16 marks available for vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Example: 

You now need to refer to lines 8 to 21 in Source B only.  

How does Dickens use language to describe his impressions of the Roman Amphitheatre? 

Example: 

For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of 

Source B. 

Compare how the writers convey their different ideas and perspectives of the events that 

they describe. 

In your answer, you could: 

• compare their different ideas and perspectives 

• compare the methods they use to convey their ideas and perspectives 

• support your response with references to both texts. 

Example: 

 



English Literature Overview of Papers 1 & 2 

Red font shows what remains the same on EVERY PAPER. 

Paper 1: Shakespeare & the 19th Century Novel (1hr 45mins) 

Answer one question in Section A (Macbeth) and one question in Section B (A Christmas Carol). 

Section A 

In this section you will be faced with six possible Shakespeare plays. YOU HAVE ONLY STUDIED 

MACBETH. YOU ONLY NEED TO ANSWER THE QUESTION (IN THIS SECTION) ON 

MACBETH. Macbeth will always be Question 1 on this paper. 

 

Example: 

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 2 and answer the question that follows.  

At this point in the play, the Scottish army, led by Macbeth and Banquo are fighting a 

Norwegian invasion and a rebel army led by Macdonald. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present Macbeth as a powerful 

character?  

Write about:  

• how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a powerful character in this extract  

• how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a powerful character in the play as a whole  

[30 marks]  

[AO4 4 marks] 

 



Section B 

In this section you will be faced with seven possible 19th Century novels. YOU HAVE ONLY 

STUDIED A CHRISTMAS CAROL. YOU ONLY NEED TO ANSWER THE QUESTION (IN THIS 

SECTION) ON A CHRISTMAS CAROL. A Christmas Carol will always be Question 8 on this 

paper. 

 

Example: 

Read the following extract from Chapter 2 of A Christmas Carol and then answer the  
question that follows. 
 
In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Past shows Scrooge the Christmas party he  
attended at Mr Fezziwig’s warehouse when he was a young man. 
 

 
 
 
Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents ideas about joy and happiness in  
A Christmas Carol. 
 

Write about:  

• how Dickens presents joy and happiness in this extract 

• how Dickens presents ideas about joy and happiness in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks]  



Paper 2: Modern Texts & Poetry (2hrs 15mins) 

Answer one question in Section A (An Inspector Calls), one question in Section B (AQA Anthology-

Power & Relationships) and BOTH questions in Section C (Unseen Poetry). 

Section A 

In this section you will be faced with twelve different possible texts. YOU HAVE ONLY STUDIED 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS. YOU ONLY NEED TO ANSWER ONE OF THE TWO QUESTIONS (IN 

THIS SECTION) ON AN INSPECTOR CALLS. An Inspector Calls will always be Question 1 & 2 

on this paper. 

 

Example: 

Section A: Modern prose or drama 

Answer one question from this section on your chosen text. 

JB Priestley: An Inspector Calls 

Either 

1. Mr Birling says, ‘…a man has to mind his own business and look after himself and his 

own’. 

 

How far does Priestley present Mr Birling as a man who cares only for himself and his 

family? 

 

Write about: 

• what Mr Birling says and does 

• how far Priestley presents Mr Birling as a man who cares only for himself and his  

family. 

 

[30 marks]  

AO4 [4 marks] 

Or 

2. How far does Priestley present male characters as irresponsible in the play? 

 

Write about: 

• one or more of the male character(s) 

• how far Priestley presents one or more of the male character(s) as irresponsible. 

 

[30 marks]  

AO4 [4 marks] 

 



Section B 

In this section you will be faced with three possible collections of poetry. YOU HAVE ONLY 

STUDIED THE POWER & CONFLICT POETRY COLLECTION OF POEMS. YOU ONLY NEED 

TO ANSWER THE QUESTION ON THE NAMED POWER & CONFLICT POEM.  The Power & 

Conflict poetry question will always be Question 26 on this paper. 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

Section B: Poetry 

Answer one question from this section. 

Power & Conflict 

26.  

Compare how poets present the ways people are affected by difficult experiences in ‘Remains’ 

and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’. 

[30 marks] 

 

 



Section C 

In this section you will be faced with two poems you have never seen before. You will respond to 

the first poem in an answer that is worth 24 marks, and you will then compare the first poem to a 

second poem, with this answer being worth 8 marks. DO NOT SPEND LONGER ON THE 

COMPARISON (8 MARK) QUESTION.  The Unseen poetry questions will always be Questions 

27.1 and 27.2 on this paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

Section C: Unseen poetry 

Answer both questions in this section 

27.1 

In ‘I Am Offering this Poem’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about love? 

[24 marks] 

27.2 

In both ‘The sun has burst the sky’ and ‘I Am Offering this Poem’ the speakers describe their 

feelings about love.  

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to 

present these feelings? 

[8 marks] 

 

 


