
A Level Music Revision & Independent Study
Ways to revise, retrieve and test your set work knowledge and understanding

Successful learners will:
➔ Use these strategies regularly and proactively
➔ Use a range of resources in their revision
➔ Apply hours of independent study to their revision
➔ Be organised in their revision
➔ Use the QE Sixth Form Success Kit to use strategies which develop excellent learning 

habits
➔ Seek advice from their teacher using GoogleMail or google classroom to help improve 

their knowledge and understanding

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YDnA24MiMO19AKPrIKUvqoizUzxiMC1O/view?usp=sharing


18 Set works are studied across 2 years:



Listening & Appraising Paper: Two Hours.  100 Marks.

Section A
Q1 - 3

Audio and skeleton 
score!

Q1 (15 Minutes) Based on extracts from a set work
Q2 (15 Minutes) Based on extracts from a set work
Q3 (15 Minutes) Based on extracts from a set work

Click here to see an example

Section A
Q4

Q4 (15 Minutes) Completing melody

Click here to revise this type of question

Section B
Audio - no score!

Q5

Q5 - Q5 (20 Minutes) One essay question based on an unfamiliar piece of music, such as:

This music was composed to depict scenes from the life of an evil character.  Discuss how the compose used musical elements 
and language to meet this intention.  Relate your discussion to other relevant works.  These may include set works, wider 
listening or other music (20 marks)

Click here to revise this type of question here & use wider listening from each set work

Section B
Score - no audio!

Q6

Q6 (30 Minutes) One essay question from three options based on a set work.  For Example:  Discuss Berlioz’s 
use of melody, harmony and instrumentation in his Symphonie Fantastique, Movement I, in relation to the work’s programme. 
Relate your discussion to other relevant works. These may include set works, wider listening or other music. (30 marks)      

Planning:       Vocal Music          Fusions          Music for Film         Instrumental Music      Pop and Jazz        New Directions

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BYVx2nrASa8OlygG1oNXARxYZcIw9BFO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k011veAC_Hu_o5TuTPLM3c-YTBwRMjU-?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iUF7A3uu-QeMyu5cm4LfKDOY9OWFgmr-?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10emLO3t9ubrVxKBMi9o_0AMESTJhFrTJ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DfH4BIRFXrc7qQTk8tifyHms3GWTB2fF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iwga9duKMpT2Bi_ROfGnPR0CLjpApW5O?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k42U1XxY1I_vA9xjDwaTq6nYV-BUBYHF?usp=sharing


Schumann Section A 
Q 1 Example

Mark Scheme - how did you do?

Use this question to 
have a go at a Q1-3 
section A questions.  

You can then use 
the mark scheme 

below to self mark.

Pupil spend 
approx. 15 

minutes on this 
question!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cI_00x-kL6XPwSOS6SBNc-Y68YInhNLt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hYnC_80oiG-igZsxu3CBDad9wTa870mu/view?usp=sharing
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1lT0miQwZ-gDR4HZ7r-Nq_ET_wl7xw29D/view


Completing Melody (Q4)
Example

Click here to revise this type of 
question

Pupils spend 
approx. 15 

minutes on this 
question!

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1c8-hUkE1YfcDXkBsYajeR-OuiN6uk9pP/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k011veAC_Hu_o5TuTPLM3c-YTBwRMjU-?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k011veAC_Hu_o5TuTPLM3c-YTBwRMjU-?usp=sharing


A Level Music Section B Q5 Planning

Point 1 Point 2 Point 3 Point 4 Point 5 Point 6 Point 7 Point 8

Link(s) to other 
Music:

Link(s) to other Music: Link(s) to other Music: Link(s) to other 
Music:

Link(s) to other 
Music:

Link(s) to other 
Music:

Link(s) to other 
Music:

Link(s) to other 
Music:

Title:
Composer:

Name:_____________

Question:
Print & make copies for 

your revision



A Level Music Section B Q5 Example

Point 1 Point 2 Point 3 Point 4 Point 5 Point 6 Point 7 Point 8

Low range 
exploited 
and 
emphasised

Ranges are 
generally 
narrow with 
little room for 
‘brightness’ of 
the string 
sounds

Very little use 
of common 
string 
techniques 
which adds to 
the restrained, 
isolated sound 
of the piece - 
avoids any 
brightness

Very quiet and 
restrained 
dynamics

Minor Tonality Chromaticism Frequent 
descending 
minor 3rds

Long note 
values and 
rhythm which 
represent 
sadness & 
longing

Link(s) to other 
Music: Vaughan 
Williams - saves 
higher ranges for 
climax in his song 
cycles

Link(s) to other Music: 
Mozart avoids higher 
ranges until moments 
of emphasis 

Link(s) to other Music: 
This greatly contrasts 
Vaughan Williams’ use 
of strings in ‘On 
Wenlock Edge’ who 
uses sul ponticello and 
tremolo to represent 
wind

Link(s) to other 
Music: Similar to 
Mozart who uses 
‘sotto voce’ to 
represent admiration

Link(s) to other 
Music: Vivaldi also 
uses a minor key in his 
Concerto in D Minor 
for drama

Link(s) to other 
Music:  Berlioz uses 
extensive 
chromaticism in 
Symphonie 
Fantastique Mov 1

Link(s) to other 
Music: Vivaldi uses 
minor intervals during 
the canonic opening 
of his Concerto in D 
Minor

Link(s) to other 
Music:   Horner uses 
augmentation in his 
film score for ‘Titanic’ 
in order to create the 
feeling of slowing 
down

Title: String Quartet No. 8, OP. 110: movement 1

Composer: Shostakovich

Question: It is well documented that Shostakovich was suicidal and suffered 
from depression.  To what extent is this dark atmosphere reflected in the music of 
his string quartet no.8 in C minor mov 1?

Pupils spend 
approx. 20 

minutes on this 
question!

Click here to read Example responses

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lbm-5dXJrFZpFd-rf4frL1-q1-GvFK_S/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13_v6pGPV6XKDxeVL9wC8Qgxhu1BjN8Nm/view?usp=sharing


A Level Music Q6 Planning

Section B
Score - no audio!

Q6 (30 Minutes) One essay question from three options based on a set work.  
For Example:  Discuss Berlioz’s use of melody, harmony and instrumentation 
in his Symphonie Fantastique, Movement I, in relation to the work’s 
programme. Relate your discussion to other relevant works. These may 
include set works, wider listening or other music. (30 marks)      

Planning:       Vocal Music          Fusions          Music for Film         Instrumental Music      Pop and Jazz        New Directions

Pupils spend 
approx. 30 

minutes on this 
question!

Click here to read Example responses

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10emLO3t9ubrVxKBMi9o_0AMESTJhFrTJ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DfH4BIRFXrc7qQTk8tifyHms3GWTB2fF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iwga9duKMpT2Bi_ROfGnPR0CLjpApW5O?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k42U1XxY1I_vA9xjDwaTq6nYV-BUBYHF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dtKysaWrsn4nN17ZIgTvVxqVY8bLNIvH/view?usp=sharing


Recommended Revision Guide:
Edexcel A Level Music Revision Guide

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Level-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1785581724/ref=sr_
1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Level+Music+Revision+Guide&qid=1600883722&sr=8-1

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Level-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1785581724/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Level+Music+Revision+Guide&qid=1600883722&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Level-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1785581724/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Level+Music+Revision+Guide&qid=1600883722&sr=8-1


A Level Music Revision & Independent Study
Ways to revise, retrieve and test your set work knowledge and understanding

Set Work Study Notes & 
Revision Resources - Everything 

You Need in Once Place



Composer: Vaughan Williams

Title: On Wenlock Edge nos. 1, 3 and 5

Key Words
Look - Cover - Check

Study Notes Wider 
Listening

Mock 
Question

Audio:

A Level Music Revision: Set Works 

Pupils receive 
revision resources 

through the year as 
they progress 

through the course

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fVpjDO8kKjFnl8g9fv6MPBqC-tv2p6q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/125XBR3Yd7gEhr6oqgoHsLx2ZXvSUr_gE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10vUibJzxfnyUaqbgKthlajfyz9bOH4OZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10vUibJzxfnyUaqbgKthlajfyz9bOH4OZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mVlAD8bt2Vfa7tCAwToWLYcIvH6Uqd1K?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mVlAD8bt2Vfa7tCAwToWLYcIvH6Uqd1K?usp=sharing
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1MKZAJ_R8tLnplN_cQ5Q0Ueo4_1MjWTAF/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1M0Jc5gU5XcpWMkqB85zogfj1TqZzJBYd/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xtz12_q5FzP8FeeUsLVokfQpNe5_JW7o/view


Composer: The Beatles

Title: Four Tracks from Revolver Eleanor Rigby, Here there and 
Everywhere, I want to Tell You and Tomorrow Never Knows

Key Words
Look - Cover - Check

Study Notes Wider 
Listening

Mock 
Question

Lesson Recordings

Lesson Slides

Audio:

A Level Music Revision: Set Works 

Pupils receive 
revision resources 

through the year as 
they progress 

through the course

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ijEZcdxB42AO5aX2fJCyGaXhCFF3NX-s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E_5gImxkr2svELICW-mBCF-sUPL7v6kS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LhONGRPGCzW1c_bsMKlO2yxklqsDsP_y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LhONGRPGCzW1c_bsMKlO2yxklqsDsP_y/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecLsV0wu77h5Qtw1aPf6jc1zWfXwCPsX_6Sl3PWOkwEmL9rA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecLsV0wu77h5Qtw1aPf6jc1zWfXwCPsX_6Sl3PWOkwEmL9rA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pojy4pl0Z2KgJ2PNjcqfKq8NblKlcNFX?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12y2RmWbZ-FpBQqemxvPXs6Nmq34b10EYFidlaSaQ3ec/edit?usp=sharing
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1RopMmkPxqjSfA4WXXV-HDPglSIEdbJDn/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1KF0BFQt5H1AWtQKjMBwYF7XACO8xtlAK/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1M9MHXn_NV70uR8o2jbx29UHkHkPLQfXg/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1fNzOZXZjefMQCHoMHcO2DjlONzyGtlvg/view

