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AQA course structure and exams



Practical skills

These are assessed throughout the course and are certificated 
separately to the A level grade as either pass or fail.



Practical skills
Practical skills are assessed via 
12 required practicals.
These practicals are also 
assessed through exam 
questions in the written exams



CPAC skills
These are competency skills required across all science A levels and across all exam 
boards.



Success tip #1: Get organised

In the summer work pack was a full list of chapters and 
lesson titles. Organisation really helps with learning 
and making links between big topics.



Success tip #2: Resources
Recommended text
https://www.cgpbooks.
co.uk/secondary-books
/as-and-a-level/science
/biology/batb71-a-level-
biology-for-aqa-year-1-
2-stude  
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Success tip #2: Resources
https://snaprevise.co.uk/search?qualification=A-level&examboard=AQA 

https://snaprevise.co.uk/search?qualification=A-level&examboard=AQA


Success tip #2: Resources

Powerpoints, exam 
questions, 
self-quizzing 
sheets, knowledge 
organisers and 
flash cards are on 
the website.

https://sites.google.com/queenelizabeths.com/mrs-fields-biology/home?authuser=0 

https://sites.google.com/queenelizabeths.com/mrs-fields-biology/home?authuser=0


         Success tip #3: Know your maths!

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/whoAreYou.book_BMR71

10% of every A 
level biology 
exam has a 

mathematical 
content

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/whoAreYou.book_BMR71


Success tip #4: Independent Study
Homework 
Each chapter 
has its own 
homework 
pack.
Included are 
the following...



Success tip #4: Independent Study
Homework 
Each chapter 
has its own 
homework 
pack.
Included are 
Blank set of 
self quizzing



Success tip #4: Independent Study
A research 
task



Success tip #4: Independent Study
A maths task,



Success tip #4: Independent Study
And a load of 
exam questions!



Success tip #4: Independent Study

All homework will be set using google 
classrooms. Deadlines will be made clear to 
students.

Self quizzing, learning the content using the 
knowledge organiser is a must. There are 
many ways to test yourself... 



Suggested ways of self-quizzing:

Post-16 @

Draw pictures/diagrams
Write keywords and put into sentences
Define key words
Gap fill
Write it in your own words
Look-cover-write
Matching exercise
Rewriting

Post-it notes
Mind mapping
Repetition
Mnemonics
Multiple choice questions
Draw and label diagrams
Work in study pairs/groups
Ask parents/guardians to test you on 
definitions



Regular Self-Quizzing

https://quizlet.com/317764780/year-12-assessment-1-2018-flash-cards/ 

Quizlet is a 
powerful way of 
self quizzing!

https://quizlet.com/317764780/year-12-assessment-1-2018-flash-cards/


Essay in paper 3: 25 marks. To get full marks, students 
have to show evidence of having read around the subject.

• University courses
• University open days
• Biology in the news

Success tip #5: Read around the subject

Biology article 
summary homework 
tasks within each 
chapter’s homework 
pack



Success tip #6: Attend help sessions

Year 12 - Friday lunchtime E204
Year 13 - Thursday after school

• NO SUCH THING AS A SILLY 
QUESTION.

• Nothing wrong with asking 
the same question over and 
over again until you “get it”



Success tip #7: Stick to a Revision 
programmeStart with weaker topics

PLAN
Reduce notes

Convert notes “Dual Coding”
EXAM questions with Model 

answers



7 steps 
to 

success

#1 
Get 

organised

#2 
Resources

#3 
Maths

#4 
Independent 

study

#6 
Get help!

#7 
Revision

#5 
Read 

around


