
Welcome to the 
Class of 2027

Destinations Assembly 

“You will be secure because there is hope.” Job 11:18



Aim high, be aspirational.
Destinations in 2025

Early applicants / Russell Group 
Universities

• Architecture at Cambridge & Sheffield
• Maths at Oxford
• Medicine at Lancaster
• Dentistry at Dundee
• Chemistry & Urban Planning at Birmingham
• Languages, History, Theatre, Sciences at Bristol
• Midwifery, Law, Politics, Engineering at Cardiff
• Teaching at Durham
• Languages, Politics, Sociology, Law at Exeter
• Maths at UCL
• Languages and Theatre at Warwick
• Chemistry, Maths, Actuarial Science at York

Public Services
• Chiropractic 
• Midwifery
• Paramedic Science
• Pharmacy
• Physiotherapy
• Primary Teaching
• Social Work
• Speech & Language Therapy

Performing & Creative Arts 
• Acting
• Commercial Music
• Dance
• Fashion Design
• Graphical Design
• Interior Design
• Jazz



Aim high, be aspirational.
Intended Destinations in 2026

 Top 10 & Russell Group Universities
● Theology & Philosophy at Oxford
● Veterinary Science & Law at Nottingham
● Nursing & Midwifery at King’s and Southampton
● Linguistics & Language at Edinburgh
● Economics & Finance at Newcastle
● Historical Archeology at York
● History & Politics at Warwick
● Criminology & Business Economics at Liverpool
● Bio-medical Science at Manchester & Sheffield
● Civil Engineering & Sports Science at Bath
● International Relations, Economics... at Bristol
● Classics, Business, Geography, Mechanical 

Engineering, Sports Science.... at Exeter
● Physiotherapy at Cardiff
● Golf Scholarship to American university

Public Services
• Chiropractic 
• Midwifery
• Mental health nursing
• Physiotherapy
• Primary Teaching
• Social Work
• Speech & Language Therapy

Performing & Creative Arts 
•  Musical Theatre
• Commercial Music
• Product Design
• Fashion Design
• Graphical Design
• Interior Design
• Model Making
• Film & TV



Aim high, be aspirational.
Intended Destinations in 2026

Apprenticeships
● Dibbens Solicitors
● Barbering
● Pre-school Apprenticeship
● Hairdressing
● JP Morgan
● Greene King Management
● British Army
● RNDA
● Clarke Rowe Solicitors
● Knights Brown Chartered Surveying
● Forvis Mazars
● Goldman Sachs

Gap Year 
/Volunteering/Employment

● Missionary work
● Playing professional cricket in 

New Zealand
● Ski / snowboarding season in 

Canada
● Camp Canada
● Marines
● Army
● RAF
● Farming
● Travelling in South East Asia



What options do you have Post-18?

Your destination is 
your 

responsibility!  
GAP YEAR OR VOLUNTEERING

EMPLOYMENT WITH TRAINING

EMPLOYMENT

DEGREE APPRENTICESHIP

FURTHER EDUCATION

HIGHER EDUCATION

APPRENTICESHIP



Apprenticeships 



How to secure an 

Apprenticeship
& Degree Apprenticeship

Presented by Harry Patience

 Global Finance Apprenticeship at JP Morgan

Start Early  ·  Apply Smart  ·  Land the Offer



Apprenticeships — Is It Right for You?

✅  Advantages

Earn while you learn/Avoid student debt
Get a salary from day one - no student debt.

Degree/industry related qualification included 
Graduate with a full BSc/BA, or qualification fully funded by your employer.

Real work experience
3-4 years of professional experience before peers even graduate.

Graduate-level roles
Many lead directly into graduate schemes at top firms like JP Morgan.

Structured training
Mix of on-the-job learning and academic study - best of both worlds.

⚠  Disadvantages

Highly competitive
Top firms receive thousands of applicants - you need to stand out early.

Less of a 'university experience'
You'll miss out on the social side of full-time campus life.

Less flexibility
Your degree path is tied to your employer/industry so could be harder to 
switch direction.

Intense workload
Balancing a full-time job and academic study simultaneously is demanding.

Fewer course choices
Not all degree subjects are available as apprenticeships yet. 



The Application Journey
What to expect — and how to ace each stage

1
Application
Fill in via company site or trackr.com. Answer competency 
questions — use STAR method (Situation, Task, Action, Result). 

2
Aptitude Tests
Numerical, verbal & logical reasoning. Practice on JobTestPrep or 
SHL Direct. 

3
HireVue Interview
Pre-recorded video interview. You'll see a question and record 
your answer. Dress smart, look at the camera, and STAR your 
answers. Practice out loud beforehand.

4
Online Interview
Live 1-on-1 with a recruiter. Research the company, prepare 5+ 
STAR stories, and have 2–3 questions ready to ask them.

5
Assessment Centre
Group exercises, case studies, and interviews in-person. Be 
collaborative not dominant. Show commercial awareness and 
communicate clearly.

💡  Not every firm uses every stage — but being prepared for all of them gives you a huge edge.



My Top Tips — From Someone Who Just Did It
Finance Apprenticeship · JP Morgan · 2026

🗓  Start in Year 12

Don't wait until sixth form is over. 
Applications for Sept entry open the 
autumn before.

📋  Use trackr.com

Track every application, deadline, and 
stage in one place. It's a game changer for 
staying organised.

⭐  Master the STAR method

Every answer — written or spoken — 
should follow Situation, Task, Action, 
Result.

🎥  Practise HireVue

Record yourself on your phone. Watch it 
back. Cringe. Improve. Repeat.

🏢  Assessment Centres

Be yourself. Listen actively. Support 
teammates. Assessors watch HOW you 
work with others.

🔁  Rejections are normal

I got rejected before JP Morgan. Every 
rejection teaches you something. Keep 
going.

Any questions? Come find me after — happy to help!  🎓



Apprenticeships Essentials
● It is highly competitive to get a (degree) 

apprenticeship
● You are employed as an apprentice = wages!
● You are released for study
● You don’t get student holidays
● Your training is paid for by the company
● You gain relevant experience as you work and learn
● It can take longer to get your academic qualifications, 

but you are earning as you do - so no student debt



Apprenticeships support at QE
• Access to Careers advice
• Work Experience guidance -VERY 

important for applications
• I’ll be running Apprenticeship Application 

workshops for Year 12
⚬ Applications
⚬ Aptitude tests
⚬ Interview skills

• 2026 Degree Apprenticeships guide - all 
students have access to this



Apprenticeships support at QE
• Directories on Unifrog
⚬ How to tools
⚬ Listings updated daily

• National Apprenticeship
Service
• UCAS 
Directory
• Alumni
      links



Apprenticeships support at QE
• Meet ex-students that are completing 

apprenticeships
￭ JP Morgan
￭ Eatons 
￭ KPMG
￭ more to follow.

• If you are interested in attending a small 
group meeting please look out for the 
invites this term.



What about University?
The basics
● You will have to pay tuition fees (sponsor)
● There are 1000s of places compared to 

Apprenticeships
● You can stay at home, we have great local unis
● Or you can study anywhere in the UK or beyond
● It can be expensive, but you earn more in the long 

run as a graduate
● You don’t have to go in 2027, (apply now, then you 

can defer)



What about University?
The basics:
● You get 5 choices of course (4 + alt course for Med, 

Dent, Vet) 
● You don’t have to pick all 5 (best to have options)
● You can choose 5 different unis or all at 1 uni
● You can choose 5 different courses or all the same 

course
● You all have to complete an application
● You all have to write a personal statement
● Early applicants apply by 15th October
● Other unis you apply by 13th January (Christmas)



Early Applications
Oxbridge
Conservatoires
Medicine
Dentistry
Veterinary



Oxbridge 
Applications 



Oxbridge applications

Gully Mount



Personal
Statement

1 Lead with a specific idea
Skip the "I've always loved…" opener. Start mid-thought - a book, a question, a contradiction 
that hooked you.

2 Go deep, not wide

One text analysed properly beats five name-dropped. Show them how you engage, not just 
what you've read; it’s not a ‘box-ticking’ exercise.

3 Academic > extracurricular
Roughly 80/20. Extracurriculars only count if they connect back to your subject and how you 
think.
Think about essay competitions; e.g John Locke Essay Competition

4 Get 3+ people to tear it apart

Teachers, family, friends.  Get them all to proofread and give suggestions



Admissions Tests

Know the format

Find your exact paper (TMUA, LNAT, PAT, etc.). Structure, timing, marking. Don't 
walk in blind.

Time yourself writing

Most people  run out of time, not ideas. Practice under strict conditions from week 
one.

Past papers > textbooks

Dont use textbooks, read books around the subject, the exams are different to A 
level essays, and require different thinking

AI/GPT usage

Make use of AI, not to write, but to mark the work you submit
Blurt into AI your rough argument and counter and ask it to critique.



The InterviewThink aloud, don't perform

They're not after polished answers - they want to see your reasoning. Narrate the process, even the dead 
ends.

Adapt in real time

If they push back or offer a new angle, engage with it: "That's interesting - let me think about how that 
changes my view."

Changing your mind = strength

Don't defend your first answer at all costs. Spotting a good objection and revising shows intellectual 
flexibility.

Clarity over confidence

Nerves are fine. Slow down, be clear, work through the idea carefully. That beats a smooth-but-empty 
answer every time.

Curiosity, not rehearsed speeches

Skip the pre-prepared mini-essays. Read around topics that genuinely interest you and let the conversation 
unfold.



UK Conservatoires 



What is a Conservatoire?

● A specialist institution which trains students in music 

and performing arts.

●  Have a full time practical focus 

● They are also industry-focused, which means the 

environment mirrors the experience of working within 

the arts.



What is the difference between a Conservatoire 
and University performing arts course?

Conservatoire University

Primary 
Focus

Intensive practical training; 
performance‑driven.

Broad academic study; mix of theory, 
analysis, and practical modules.

Teaching 
Style

One‑to‑one lessons, rehearsals, 
masterclasses; “train like a 
professional” environment.

Lectures, seminars, academic 
research, plus 
performance/composition modules.

Course 
Content

Performance, technique, ensembles, 
pedagogy, aural skills; all academic 
work supports performance.

Musicology, theory, history, analysis; 
can tailor toward performance or 
composition depending on institution.

Class Size Small, highly focused groups; 
intensive individual attention.

Larger cohorts, especially in first year; 
smaller seminars for advanced 
modules.

Facilities Purpose‑built performing‑arts spaces: 
practice rooms, studios, performance 
venues.

Varies widely; often fewer specialist 
facilities unless a strong music 
department.



What is the difference between a University and 
Conservatoire?

Conservatoire University

Industry 
Connections

Strong links to orchestras, opera 
houses, casting directors; 
showcases for agents.

More academic networks; 
performance opportunities via 
societies and ensembles.

Weekly 
Schedule

Highly variable; can be 20–30+ 
contact hours, especially during 
project weeks.

More structured timetable; balance 
of lectures, seminars, and 
independent study.

Entry 
Requirements

Extremely competitive; 
audition‑based; emphasis on skill 
and experience.

Based on academic grades, personal 
statement, and sometimes 
performance submissions.

Best For Students committed to a 
performance‑first career and 
intensive training.

Students wanting academic depth, 
flexibility, or a mix of theory and 
practice. 



Studying Medicine
By Emilie Regnart

Currently travelling on a gap year
Starting at Lancaster Medical School in September 



Timeline

Year 12 work experience & try to 
get some other volunteering 

Prep 4-6 weeks in advance
Medify 

Revise hot topics and practice 
with family/teachers 

You’ve got this far, try your 
best to get the grades

Yr 12 UCAT Interviews A-levels



Choosing medicine
Key aspects 

• 5 year degree - may be off putting but lots of people say its their 
favourite years

• Scientific foundation 
• Patient centered care 
• Can be 6 if you do a gateway year (don’t have to be getting As)

You have to want to do it - just the application process is very difficult 
so being passionate about it will keep you motivated  



Year 12 work experience in Salisbury Hospital 

Volunteering at local community hospital - more exposure to healthcare 

UCAT - 4-6 weeks preparation - she used Medify 

Strategically applied - personal statement centered around Medicine (+5th choice)

Interviews - Multiple Mini Interviews online and in person

A-levels  

EPQ on the effect of COVID-19 on the NHS

Did her GCSEs and picked Chemistry, Biology and History A-levels 

Emily’s journey



Essentials for Early applications
 Deadlines:

• 2nd October: Conservatoire Music Applications
• 15th October: Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry & 

Veterinary applications.
Check entry requirements for GCSEs, A levels and work experience
Check what exams you may need to register for or materials you 
may need to submit
Look at all your extra curriculars - what is relevant to the course 
you are applying for - you’ve time to work on these now



STEM Applications







Challenge yourself.



TMUA
• 75 minutes per paper
• 2 papers
• Youtubers like r2drew2 can help teach topics you’ve 

not met before



Law: LNAT



LNAT and Law Admissions

By Ewan and Lillia



WHAT AND WHY?

● The LNAT is the Law National Aptitude Test - you will need to 

take it to study law at certain high level universities

● It is used alongside your UCAS application and academic 

qualifications when you apply

● However - you do not need any knowledge of the world of law 

prior to taking the test

● As an aptitude test, it primarily assesses your comprehension, 

verbal reasoning and deductive reasoning skills - all key aspects 

of a law degree



TEST FORMAT?

Consists of 2 separate sections:

1. Multiple choice - 42 questions on 12 passages of text with 3 / 4 

questions on each - 95 minutes to answer

- Only section contributing to your official LNAT score

2. Essay - choose 1 of 3 topics with 30 minutes to write an 

argument supporting / disagreeing with the statement

- No formal grade for the essay - sent directly to the university 

for admissions teams to review



PREPARATION?

● Neither Section A or B of the test requires any existing 
knowledge of law  -  and as an aptitude test there is no ‘content’ 
to revise like an A-Level

● Therefore the best way to prep is through practice questions - 
the LNAT has a specific way of testing ability

● Completing as many past papers as possible under timed 
conditions is a good way of familiarising yourself 

● Free official test papers are available on the LNAT website and 
Oxbridge Mind

● Keep up to date with current affairs - essay topics are often 
focussed around recent news  



WHO REQUIRES IT?

Here is a list of the 9 universities currently requiring the LNAT:

➔ University of Oxford                             
➔ University of Cambridge
➔ University of Bristol
➔ Durham University
➔ University of Glasgow
➔ King’s College London
➔ LSE
➔ SOAS
➔ UCL



FINAL TIPS?

● Start practicing  and book early - registrations open on the 1st of 
August and places go quickly

● Make sure you select which Uni’s you want your score to be sent to
● Takes place at Pearson VUE centres - same as the driving theory test 

with a similar multiple choice style for section A
● The test is difficult - questions are designed to trip you up
● The average score is around 50% (21/40) - don’t be disheartened if 

you find the first few practice tests tricky
● You won’t get your results back straight away - February is often 

when they are released
● The test does not define whether you get an offer - if you have a 

strong application you may still be offered a place at your chosen uni



Portfolio 
applications 
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Actually you’ve already started!
● CV creation
● Mock interviews
● Careers fair 
● Enrichments: EPQ, MOOCs,Sports Leaders, 

Mentoring
● Your Work Experience Placement - IMPORTANT
● UCAS Discovery Day
All of these activities are designed to support you in making your 
decisions 

How do you get started?
 



Alan   

How do you get started?
 



How do you get started?
 



Applications support at QE
• Discovery trip
• Destinations Assembly 
• Destinations time in tutortime every week 
• Step by step guides on how to complete applications
• Tutor training on new Personal Statements
• Unifrog tools
• UCAS Hub personal statement builder
• Destinations Lead 1-2-1s
• Oxbridge & early applicant preparation team
• UCAT, LNAT, TMUA & entrance exam support 
• Interview practice
• Careers appointments



Next Steps: Actions and dates before 
September
 Now: Register for UCAS HUB & National Apprenticeship Service

Now: Update Unifrog & use the search tools 
Now: tell Mrs Ridley about early applications
Now: Start visiting Open Days
28th April: 2027 live course search opens on UCAS
12th May: UCAS Applications can be started
22nd June: Work Experience week
June: Register and book UCAT exams
20th July book TMUA
1st August: LNAT Law exam booking opens 



 

“You will be secure because there is hope.” Job 11:18

Give yourself the respect to aim high

Be resilient in your destinations journey 

Use the QE community to help you to get 
to your destination.



         Brainstorm…
• What are you interested in and what motivates you?
• What are your strengths and qualities - what are you good at?
• What is your preferred method of study or career progression?

Research…
• Take the career profile quizzes on Unifrog & UCAS
• Use the relevant links on the Next Steps resource list 
• Use QE’s professional guidance and support
• Ask as many questions as you can – ask students, staff and parents…..

Plan your attack…
• What is my preferred destination – do I have a rank order?
• What do I need to do next and what is my application timeline?
• What do I need to get me there?
• How can I make myself more selectable or employable – how can I stand out? 

Next Steps... 
 



The Next Step: 
Research

The ‘Next Step’ Destination Resources

University Apprenticeships & Employment Gap Year & Enrichment 

National Careers Service
UCAS 

UCAS Youtube
UCAS Hub

UCAS Parents/Guardians
Unifrog
Which?

The Russell Group Universities
StudentStream
SUN Outreach  

The Complete University Guide
The Student Room

Student Finance Calculator
Zero Gravity

National Careers Service
National Apprentice Service

Unifrog Apprenticeship database
UCAS Apprenticeships
NHS Apprenticeships

Zero Gravity
SUN Outreach 

Ultimate Guide for school leavers
Career Pilot

Prospects Apprenticeships
CV Library

Find an apprenticeship 
SACU Spartan Test

Camps International 
Volunteer Vacations 
Real Gap Experience 

Camp America
Go Overseas

The Student Room 
Season Jobs 

Plan my Gap Year 

Please click on the hyperlinks to access the resources

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UCASonline/featured
https://accounts.ucas.com/account/login?returnUrl=https%3A//www.ucas.com/dashboard%23/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians
https://www.unifrog.org/
http://university.which.co.uk/
https://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/
https://www.studentstream.co.uk/categories/pre-uni
https://www.sunoutreach.org/students/resources/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.zerogravity.co.uk/
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/study-and-training/nhs-apprenticeships
https://www.zerogravity.co.uk/
https://www.sunoutreach.org/resources/
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/apprenticeships
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/apprenticeships
https://www.cv-library.co.uk/apprenticeship-jobs?us=1
https://twitter.com/Apprenticeships?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850
http://campsinternational.com/
https://www.volunteerhq.org/gb/blog/inexpensive-volunteer-vacations-abroad/
https://www.realgap.co.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=NB-GapYearCore&gclid=CJ2onunQ09MCFYe87QodrYwOTg
https://www.campamerica.co.uk/?gclid=CMrB74zZ09MCFYEW0wodv5ICJw
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Gap_Year_Ideas
https://www.workaseason.com/
https://www.planmygapyear.com/

