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Questions to answer today:

• What is university?​

• What are the benefits of attending 
university​?

• Why Exeter? 

• What might my next steps be?



Post-18 options

Finish sixth 

form / college

Attend university (HE)

Begin full time employment

Take a gap year

Start a degree 
apprenticeship



What is university?



“More Doors = More Choice”

University can:

• Open career pathways

• Increase earning potential

• Build confidence

• Expand networks

• Help you discover what you’re good at

• Offer unique experiences

Why Do People Go to Uni?



How is university different from school?

• Contact time​

• Teaching methods​

• Field Trips

• Study Abroad/
Industrial 
Experience

• Research based



Academic examples:

• English

• Physics

• Biology

• Classics 

• Modern Languages

• Mathematics

Vocational examples:

• Engineering

• Business

• Medicine

• Veterinary Science

• Games Design

• Events Management 

What can you study? 

Can’t choose? - Combined or joint courses may suit you. 
(Natural Sciences, Liberal Arts) 



Choosing a course - Pathways

A Levels 
BTEC 
IB

e.g. Maths, 
biology, 
geography

Degree 
programme

Environmental Science

Economics

Law

Marine Biology

Archaeology

Natural Sciences

and many more

Career
Degree related

Transferable skills

Career e.g. Nurse, doctor

A Levels 
BTEC 
IB

Required subjects

e.g. Biology, chemistry

Degree 
programme

Degree related

Transferable skills



Courses we offer

Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social 
Sciences

Arab and Islamic Studies

Archaeology and History

Classics, Ancient History, Religion and Theology

Communications, Drama and Film

English and Creative Writing

Humanities and Social Sciences

Languages, Cultures and Visual Studies

Law School

School of Education (Postgraduate)

Social and Political Sciences, Philosophy and 
Anthropology

Liberal Arts

Faculty of Health 
and Life Sciences

Biosciences

Health and Care Professions

Psychology

Clinical and Biomedical Sciences

Health and Community Sciences

Public Health and Sport Sciences

Faculty of Environment, 
Science and Economy

Computer Science

Earth and Environmental Science

Ecology and Conservation

Engineering

Geography

Mathematics and Statistics

Physics and Astronomy

Economics

Finance and Accounting

Management

Natural Sciences



Variations

Streatham Campus

History
History and 

Ancient 
History

History and 
Modern 

Languages

Penryn Campus

History
History 

and 
Politics

History and 
International 

Relations

History

Over 2.5k courses offered by 150 institutions

University of Exeter is one of them

History and 
Archaeology

History 
and 

Business

History and 
Geography

Art History & 
Visual Culture 

and History



Modules

First Year History BA at Streatham



Modules



Where could you study?





Home to four of the
UK’s top five

most influential
climate scientists.2

Outstanding 
Teaching.1

Globally a Top 200
university in all

major world league
tables*.3

Leading UK 
university.6

A world-class, 
research-intensive 

university.
Sustainability 
University of 

the Year.

Devon and Cornwall are
in the top 10 safest 

places in England and 
Wales 5

Consistently Top 5 in 
British Universities and 
Colleges Sport rankings 
out of 150+ institutions.

More than 400
courses in 40 
subject areas.

Four times Queen’s Anniversary Prize 
winners, most recently in 2020 for 
exposing the devastating effect of

plastic pollution on human and
wildlife health.

4 The Graduate Market in 2024 report by High Fliers Research.
5 Office for National Statistics Police Force Area data tables (30.01.2025)
6 Top 15 in UK university rankings** 14th in The Complete University Guide 2025 and
13th in The Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2025.

TO
P 10

Top 10 for most
targeted by
leading UK
employers.4

SUCCESS 
FOR ALL

University of 
Sanctuary

Athena Swann 
Gender Charter

Care Leavers Covenant

Stonewall Diversity 
Champion

Award Winning Careers Support:

• Training

• Development

• Networking

• Support

• Opportunities

1 Rated ‘triple’ Gold in the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF).
2 The Reuters Hot List.
3 122nd in the U.S. News & World Report Best Global Universities 2024-2025; 169th in the QS World University Rankings 2025; 177th in the Times

Higher Education World University Rankings 2024; 151-200 in the 2024 Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) released by 
ShanghaiRankings.

National 
Network for 
the Education 
of Care Leavers



University of Exeter 
campuses
Travel times from 
Queen Elizabeth’s School

Location Driving Travel 
time

Exeter 2h

Penryn  3 h 30



Streatham Campus, Exeter, Devon Penryn Campus, Penryn, Cornwall

St Luke’s Campus, Exeter, Devon Truro Campus, Truro, Cornwall



Entry requirements

• All universities are different

• Grades or UCAS tariff points

• Specific subjects - GCSE 
requirements

• Contextual/reduced offers

Apply for a range of options



Contextual level offers

Considers the context of your education and barriers to 
attainment. 



Choosing a University

Here are some of the things you might consider when choosing 
a university:

• Course/subject

• Entry requirements

• Location / distance from home

• League rankings

• Post-grad outcomes

• Social scene / culture

• Extra-curricular activities



Support at university

•Academic

•Health and wellbeing 

•Finance – bursaries and scholarships

•Careers

•Accommodation



Things to consider:

• What subjects do I actually enjoy?

• Do I prefer coursework, exams, or practical learning?

• Do I want to move away or stay close to home?

• What kind of environment suits me? Big city? Campus? 
Smaller town?

• What support would I need?



Student life







Next Steps

• Keep open minded. Explore your options!

• Look at UCAS course finder and individual 
university websites. 

• Chat to teachers/careers advisors etc.

• Attend open days/ UCAS events



We host regular online conferences which take 
place on Monday evenings from 6-7pm. They are 
an opportunity for you to find out more about 
university, consider your options and to hear about 
specific courses. 

There are also 7 subject specific sessions; 
Medicine, Understanding the MMI, Theology, Law, 
Engineering, Physics and Astronomy and 
Philosophy.

Discover University
Webinars

Topics included:
• Introduction to higher education
• Choosing a course and university
• Considering a competitive university
• UCAS process
• Degree apprenticeships
• Student life
• Considering the University of Exeter
• Student finance
• Personal statement
• Studying at Penryn 

Book to attend
Feel free to sign up for as few or many sessions as 
interests you. 

exeter.ac.uk/discoveruniversity



Join a multi-university online conference providing 
information on common topics students worry about 
regarding university. 

Multi-University Conference- April 25th

Book to attend
Join us for free on the 25

th
April 2026. 

Sessions will run from 10:00- 13:00. Join 
here: https://gck.fm/kizof

There will be talks on: 
Choosing a university course.
Writing an effective personal statement.
Student finance & managing your money at 
university. 
A university student Q&A session. 
A Q&A session with representatives from all the 

attending universities. 



Hear from the University of 
Exeter

Sign up for support and 
information from the 
University of Exeter!

Open Days

Wednesday 27 May – Penryn Campus, Cornwall
Friday 29 May – Exeter Campuses
Saturday 30 May – Exeter Campuses



@DiscoverUniExe

exeter.ac.uk/discoveruniversity


