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Why reading?
● Reading is one of the simplest yet most powerful 

ways to improve outcomes at GCSEs. 
● Strong readers are strong exam performers.
● Improves comprehension skills (essential for 

exam questions).
● Expands vocabulary (Tier 2/3 words needed 

across subjects).
● Builds stamina for long exam papers.
● Supports better writing (students borrow 

structures and phrasing from what they read).
● Proven link: Students who read regularly 

achieve, on average, higher grades across 
GCSE subjects.



Example Maths Question for past GCSE paper



Example Science Question for past GCSE paper



Example Geography Question for past GCSE paper



Example English text for past GCSE paper



5 Steps to success
Key things you need to know to make reading beneficial for you!



Step 1
Read little and often – 10–15 minutes daily is better than a one-hour 
binge.



Step 2
Mix texts – fiction, non-fiction, news, subject-specific articles



Step 3
Ask ‘why’ questions – encourage reflection: “Why has the writer 
chosen this word/idea?”



Step 4
Link to exams – connect reading to English Language Paper 1 
(fiction analysis), English Language Paper 2 (non-fiction 
comparisons), and other subjects (history, geography, science).



Step 5

Talk about it – discussing what you’ve read helps retention, 
vocabulary, and confidence.



Reading for Meaning
Extract

A cold mist hung in the marshes, chilling me to the bone. I shivered as the wind rattled through 
the reeds and whispered against the river. From the distance, a figure emerged, ragged and 
wild-eyed, stumbling heavily through the mud. His chains clinked faintly with each step. Fear 
surged within me. The man’s voice, hoarse and desperate, broke the silence: “Boy, bring me 
food!” His eyes fixed upon me like a hawk’s, fierce and unyielding. My heart thudded painfully, 
and the world seemed to shrink to that one command, echoing in the desolate air.

Task

● What is happening in the extract?
● Highlight three words or phrases that stands out.
● Write one sentence explaining why you think the writer chose it and what effect it has.


