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● Applicable to almost every career

● Required to pass at grade 4, or continue study next year

● Grade 7 for A Level maths study

● College courses often specify the maths grade they require- check 
the prospectus for your son or daughters chosen course

GCSE Mathematics: Why it matters!



GCSE Mathematics

Exam board: Edexcel Pearson

100% assessment based

3 exam papers sat in May/June of year 11

Higher or Foundation tier

Lots of content - important that students 

practice and revise outside of lessons!



Assessments 

3 exam papers - all 90 minutes

Each paper out of 80 marks, giving a total of 240

Questions get harder through the paper

Topics are mixed up through all three papers

A formula sheet will be provided

Paper 1 - non calculator 

Paper 2 - calculator

Paper 3 - calculator 



Tiering 

Higher or Foundation

Higher students cover additional and 

more challenging content 

Please ask your child’s teacher if you 

are not sure what tier they are

Final decision made during Year 11 

following mocks

  

Higher Old Grades Foundation

9
A*

8

7 A

6
B

5 5

4 C 4

3 D 3

E 2

F 1

U U U

Grade 4 is 
the ‘Standard 
Pass’ 



Grade Boundaries 
Statement of results does not say what 

tier, only the grade.

5 on higher = 5 on foundation

Marks needed for each grade in summer 

2023 exams

Higher %

9 85%

8 73%

7 60%

6 47%

5 33%

4 20%

3 13%

Foundation %

5 76%

4 61%

3 45%

2 30%

1 14%



Content

Content Area Higher Foundation

Number 15% 25%

Algebra 30% 20%

Ratio and 
Proportion

20% 25%

Geometry 20% 15%

Statistics and 
Probability

15% 15%

Approximate content area weightings



5 Steps to success

1 - Have all the correct Equipment

2 - Use of Sparx Maths homework to consolidate learning in lessons

3 - Use of Revision Lists pre Mocks

4 - Use of QLA post Mock

5 - Use of past paper homework for exam practice



Students are expected to have the following equipment in lessons and 
exams

● Black Pens (students must write in black ink)
● Sharpened pencils
● Eraser
● Ruler
● Compasses
● Protractor
● Calculator (Papers 2 and 3)

Essential that students get used to using a proper scientific calculator 

Recommended model: Casio fx-83GT CW

1. Equipment



Step 5 - Sparx Maths

Set: Wednesday Afternoon

Due: The following Wednesday
(Start early, you must complete before bed 
Tuesday evening)

2. Sparks Maths



Step 2 - Revision Lists
A comprehensive revision list is given to the 
students to help them focus their revision.

Sparx clip numbers are given to direct them 
towards supporting videos and questions to help 
them to revise for these topics.

A long list so students can RAG rate where they fit 
with these skills and prioritise.

3. Revision lists



Step 3 - Using QLA Post Mock

Question Level Analysis (QLA) to 
help the students target where 
intervention and skills gaps exist

Sparx clip numbers linked to this to 
enable students to find supporting 
questions and videos to explain the 
skills and concepts

4. QLA post mocks



Step 3 - Using QLA Post Mock

Select the independent learning tab

Using sparks to support revision pre 
and post mocks



Step 3 - Using QLA Post Mock

Select the independent learning tab
Enter the Sparx code

Using sparks to support revision pre 
and post mocks



Step 3 - Using QLA Post Mock
3 Levels of 
questions to aid 
revision and 
practice

Using sparks to support revision pre 
and post mocks



Step 4 - Past Paper Homeworks5. Past papers at home and during after school revision



Revision Guides 

These are the ones 

we recommend 

The Revision Guide 

has the information, 

the Workbook has 

questions 





Mathematics 
Raising Achievement Evening

Thank you!
Any Questions?



Putting it into practice

1. Ensure that you have the correct equipment and are familiar how to use it. 
2. Download the revision lists for the upcoming Mock Exams. RAG rate the topics and 

the use the Sparx references to practice those which you have rated Amber and 
Red

3. Post Mock you will get a QLA sheet. The will show areas of strength (Green) and 
Weakness (Red) This will give you a focus and specific topic areas you need to 
work on for the next mock. 

4. Complete past paper homeworks. If there are questions you are unsure of use the 
Sparx links and topic list to look up the skills needed to complete the questions

5. Additional resources to help aid more revision with more exam style questions


