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Why is this important?
Revision is not only about learning key information, it is also about being able to 
successfully apply this to exam questions.

In the same way you might drive a test route a few times before your driving test or 
complete a few practice questions on an app before your theory test, revising for your 
A-levels or BTEC exams works much the same way.

One of the best ways to revise is to complete exam questions - in exam conditions and 
mark your answers.

This is something that you will be doing in each revision session you go to. These start 
next week!



5 Steps to success
1. Get used to the structure of a paper and language they use

2. Work on your time management

3. Understand the allocation of marks and mark scheme

4. Practice writing, structure and timing

5. Analyse



Step 1 - Get used to the structure of a paper and language 
they use

You’re probably already used to the vocabulary from learning in the classroom, but it’s good 
to get yourself familiarised with past papers so you know how everything is laid out. This 
way, on exam day you don’t stress over it.

In some exams, some extra information might be printed in the paper such as equations for 
sciences and mathematics, again it’s good to know where these will be in the paper.

Once you’ve done a couple of past papers you know the layout of the questions. Generally, 
the paper will start with lower mark questions and work up, but it’s good to know so that you 
don’t write an essay long answer for a 2 mark question and not have enough time for a 10 
mark question later in the paper.



Modelling Step 1 - Get used to the structure of a paper and 
language they use

Visit the website of the exam board - Edexcel A-Level PE

Download both the paper,  mark scheme and the examiners report

Now take your time to read through the 
exam paper and answer a few questions 
for yourself:

● How long do you have?
● How many marks?
● Break it down:

○ 1 Mark Q’s - 
○ 4 Mark Q’s

● Section A and Section B - what is the 
difference between them?

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Physical-Education/2016/Exam-materials/9pe0-01-que-20220527.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Physical-Education/2016/Exam-materials/9pe0-01-rms-20220818.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Physical-Education/2016/Exam-materials/9pe0-01-pef-20220818.pdf


Step 2 - Work on your time management

If it’s possible, it’s best to practice completing the paper under exam circumstances, find a 
quiet spot where you won’t be disturbed. The benefits of completing the paper this way, is 
that you can work out how much time you  will have for each question. 
Asking a parent, sibling or friend to act as an invigilator to tell them how much time they  
have left.



Modelling Step 2 - Work on your time management

Take note of the 
time given in the 

exam

Be aware of 
the marks 

available, in 
particular for 
each section

Prize for who can calculate the 
minutes per mark first

150/140=1.071mins 
per mark

Time how long it takes to complete each section?



Step 3 - Understand the allocation of marks and mark 
scheme

Download/view a marking scheme for each past paper, this way you can mark your own 
work and see where the marks lie.

You will understand the different types of answers that are required and can use this to 
structure your answers. 

Using the marking scheme, you can refine your answering skills and ultimately save 
yourself time in your exam.



Modelling Step 3 - Understand the allocation of marks and 
mark scheme

1 - 4 Mark Questions:
Define
Explain
Summarise
Identify
Outline
Describe

8 Mark Questions:
Examine

15 Mark Questions
Discuss

Section A

Section B

1 - 4 Mark Questions:
Define
Plot
Calculate

5 Mark Questions:
Outline

6 Mark Questions:
Summarise

8 Mark Questions:
Examine

15 Mark Question:
Analyse

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skTUGgD2ThE


Step 4 - Practice writing, structure and timing

If your revision notes are all in bullet points, then completing past papers is a good way to 
practice putting that information you have learnt in to paragraphs. Being able to 
communicate your knowledge clearly is just as important as knowing the knowledge itself



Modelling Step 4 - Practice writing, structure and timing



Step 5 - Analyse

Once you’ve finished a paper, you can mark your own work using the marking scheme and 
then analyse your result.

Doing this, you can determine what areas of the subject you are confident in answering and 
where you might need to spend more time revising. This way you can keep on top of your 
revision and change your timetable accordingly.

Don’t be disheartened if after completing past papers you don’t do as well as you think you 
should. These are practice papers and a great learning exercise for the big day. Learn from 
what you do wrong and try again



Modelling Step 5 - Analyse



Where do I find the information?

The following links will take you to collections of past papers from major exam boards in the 
UK. On each one, use the drop-down menus and search boxes to find the paper you need.

AQA (All levels)

OCR (All levels)

Pearson Edexcel (All levels)

Eduqas (All levels)

CCEA (GCSE)

CCEA (A-level)

SQA

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/past-papers/
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/past-papers-mark-schemes
https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/past-papers-mark-schemes
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm


How are you going to implement this learning?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1muvFr1fX3aMbI1P-Dpbb0vyCqIJOeSDV/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=101516875967954477258&rtpof=true&sd=true


Additional Support - Using Past Papers Maths and Science

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldCtYtobaYI


Additional Support - Time Management

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhtsDU_hcR0


Additional Support - Exam Technique - Command Words

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skTUGgD2ThE


Additional Support - Exam Technique - General Guidance

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxuOtKfAIRI


Additional Support - Exam Technique - OCR Exam Paper Tips

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVwk2jXG6cs


Additional Support - Exam Technique - Extended Mark Questions

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWzI2hsflOU

